Dear Jim and Harold 


October 20, 1972 


Today I gave my committee a copy of my thesis in a form I consider 
final. If they agree, I should be back to more interesting matters within 
a couple of weeks. The thesis is about 350 pages, and if nothing else it 
proves that I can get something that long organized and written, do, 
as of now I think i'll tackle “The Oswald Tapers" next. .Although l'm still 
wrapped up in physics, I think I had better get the enclosed letter from 
the Justice Department to you. (irickson to me, 10/11) 

The letter is self-explanatory, except in the omission of all references 
to the dates of our previous correspondence. To fill jrou in: my original 

request was April 9, 1971; denied by Kleindicnst in an undated letter, received 
June 10, 1971; appeal dated July 2, 1971; letter complaining of no response 
sent October 5, 1971* On hay S, 1972, I wrote a certified letter to the AG saying 
that unless I received a substantive reply within 30 days (in this and two other 
cases), I would have to conclude that my administrative remedies had been 
exhausted. On June 20 I as told that the "request for review (was) in an advanced 
stage of preparation and that (I) should receive a reply from the Attorney 
General shortly. " Then this letter. 

Ily question is: should I write back indicating that I don't think, they 
should be putting me off? ('Or is that obvious?) Is there any legal advantage 
to be gained by filing immediately? (I would guess not, since Harold's case 
would undoubtedly be settled before mine was argued.) by present, vague, plans 
are to prepare a careful brief on these files which could form the basis for 
half of hnsic-: my book, whether or not I actually file it - and I am keeping 
in mind that no judge is going to order the FBI to turn these records over 
to me, not until after the revolution anyhow. 

There is one special feature about my request : I argued that these records 
were already required to be in the Archives, since they were considered by 
the Commission. (chat happened is that they Commission thought they had seen 
all the FBI files on Oswald. ) I knew that I didn 't have much standing for a 
complaint about this point, and naturally the JD made no response to it. 

I don't recall offhand the status of Harold's case 71-1026. I am sure 
that you are keeping me informed. 

Pincerely, 



